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  LT- CR (1-5) - DESIGN

INTENT


To conserve land and protect farmland and 
wildlife habitat by encouraging development 
in areas with existing infrastructure. To 
support neighborhood and local economies, 
promote walkability and low or no carbon 
transportation, and reduce vehicle distance 
traveled for all. To improve public health by 
encouraging daily physical activity.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


This credit rewards a project location that is surrounded by 
existing built density and within walking distance of a variety of 
services ("uses"). The density thresholds correspond to the 
minimum densities needed to support bus transit (seven 
dwelling units per acre, 17.5 DU per hectare) and fixed-rail transit 
(12 DU per acre, 30 DU per hectare). Two threshold types are 
listed, one combining residential and nonresidential densities, 
the second separating them. Project teams therefore have 
flexibility in calculating the surrounding built density based on 
the information available to them.

  SURROUNDING DENSITY AND DIVERSE USES

REQUIREMENTS 


Surrounding Density (2–3 points BD&C except Core and Shell, 2-4 points Core and 
Shell) Locate on a site whose surrounding existing density within a 1⁄4-mile (400-
meter) offset of the project boundary meets the values in Table 1. Use either the 
“separate residential and nonresidential densities” or the “combined density” values.


IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




REQUIREMENTS 

O p t i o n  1 .  S u r r o u n d i n g  D e n s i t y  ( 2 – 3  p o i n t s  B D & C  e x c e p t  C o r e  a n d  S h e l l ,  2 - 4  p o i n t s  
C o r e  a n d  S h e l l ) 

L o c a t e  o n  a  s i t e  w h o s e  s u r r o u n d i n g  e x i s t i n g  d e n s i t y  w i t h i n  a  1 ⁄ 4 - m i l e  ( 4 0 0 -
m e t e r )  o f f s e t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  b o u n d a r y  m e e t s  t h e  v a l u e s  i n  T a b l e  1 .  U s e  e i t h e r  t h e  
“ s e p a r a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t i e s ”  o r  t h e  “ c o m b i n e d  d e n s i t y ”  
v a l u e s .

REQUIREMENTS + 


REQUIREMENTS + 




REQUIREMENTS + 


CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  LT  p r e r e q u i s i t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P e r f o r m a n c e :  

L o c a t i n g  a  b u i l d i n g  i n  a  d e n s e  a r e a  s e r v e d  b y  t r a n s i t  a n d  d i v e r s e  
u s e s  w o u l d  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
p a t t e r n s  o f  b u i l d i n g  o c c u p a n t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h i s  c r e d i t  m a k e s  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e -  b a s e d  LT  p r e r e q u i s i t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P e r f o r m a n c e  m o r e  
a c h i e v a b l e .

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 




REFERENCED STANDARDS

N O N E

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

F l o o r - a r e a  r a t i o  ( F A R )  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n d  u s e ,  
e x c l u s i v e  o f  p a r k i n g ,  m e a s u r e d  a s  t h e  t o t a l  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  
l o o r  a r e a  d i v i d e d  b y  t h e  t o t a l  b u i l d a b l e  l a n d  a r e a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n  a  s i t e  w i t h  1 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  
f e e t  ( 9 3 0  s q u a r e  m e t e r s )  o f  b u i l d a b l e  l a n d  a r e a ,  a n  F A R  o f  1 . 0  w o u l d  
b e  1 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 9 3 0  s q u a r e  m e t e r s )  o f  b u i l d i n g  l o o r  a r e a .  O n  
t h e  s a m e  s i t e ,  a n  F A R  o f  1 . 5  w o u l d  b e  1 5 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 1 3 9 5  s q u a r e  
m e t e r s ) ,  a n  F A R  o f  2 . 0  w o u l d  b e  2 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 1 8 6 0  s q u a r e  
m e t e r s ) ,  a n d  a n  F A R  o f  0 . 5  w o u l d  b e  5 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 4 6 5  s q u a r e  
m e t e r s ) .

A d j a c e n t  s i t e  a  s i t e  h a v i n g  a t  l e a s t  a  c o n t i n u o u s  2 5 %  o f  i t s  b o u n d a r y  
b o r d e r i n g  p a r c e l s  t h a t  a r e  p r e v i o u s l y  d e v e l o p e d  s i t e s .  O n l y  c o n s i d e r  
b o r d e r i n g  p a r c e l s ,  n o t  i n t e r v e n i n g  r i g h t s - o f - w a y .  A n y  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
b o u n d a r y  t h a t  b o r d e r s  a  w a t e r  b o d y  i s  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n .

B u i l d a b l e  l a n d  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  w h e r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c a n  o c c u r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  l a n d  v o l u n t a r i l y  s e t  a s i d e  a n d  n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n .  W h e n  
u s e d  i n  d e n s i t y  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  b u i l d a b l e  l a n d  e x c l u d e s  p u b l i c  r i g h t s -
o f - w a y  a n d  l a n d  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  c o d i i e d  l a w . 
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