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  SS- CR(1) - DESIGN

INTENT


To assess site conditions, environmental 
justice concerns, and cultural and social 
factors, before design to evaluate sustainable 
options and inform related decisions about 
site design.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES 
& STRATEGIES


Performing a site assessment is part of an integrative design 
process that incorporates a site’s ecological and historical 
contexts. A site assessment informs good design decisions, such 
as locating community gardens in areas  with fertile soils, 
placing outdoor gathering spaces near large trees or desirable 
water features, orienting buildings to take advantage of 
prevailing winds and solar access, and optimizing the location of 
rainwater management features.  A well-developed assessment 
conducted before or during the conceptual design phase may 
reduce project costs and risks, promote occupants’ health, and 

honor a site’s unique characteristics

  SITE ASSESSMENT

REQUIREMENTS 


Complete and document a site survey or assessment that includes the following 
information: Topography,Hydrology,climate,Vegetation, soils, human use and human 
health benefits.


IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


T h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a  U . S . - s p e c i f i c  s t a n d a r d ,  T R - 5 5 ,  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  b r o a d e n i n g  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  a l l  
i m p e r v i o u s  a n d  p e r v i o u s  s u r f a c e s  o n  s i t e  h a s  m a d e  t h i s  u p d a t e d  
c r e d i t  m o r e  a p p r o a c h a b l e  t o  m o s t  p r o j e c t  t e a m s .  T h e  c r e d i t  n o w  
r e q u i r e s  p r o j e c t s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  E P A  L e v e l  I I I  E c o r e g i o n  ( o r  l o c a l  
e q u i v a l e n t )  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  n a t i v e  a n d  a d a p t e d  
v e g e t a t i o n  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  s i t e ,  i n t e g r a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
b e t t e r  c o n t e x t u a l i z e s  t h e  c r e d i t  i n t e n t .

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


REQUIREMENTS 


REQUIREMENTS 




CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE

L E E D  O + M  S S  c r e d i t  S i t e  M a n a g e m e n t  :  C o n d u c t i n g  a  s i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  
a n d  i d e n t i f y i n g  n a t u r a l  a r e a s  p r o v i d i n g  h a b i t a t  w i l l  f u l f i l  t h e  r e l a t e d  
c r e d i t ’ s  s i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

L E E D  O + M  LT  c r e d i t  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P e r f o r m a n c e  :  A n a l y z i n g  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  s i t e s  a n d  d i v e r s e  u s e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  
b i c y c l e  n e t w o r k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a s s e s s i n g  e x i s t i n g  b i c y c l e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  
p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  f a c i l i t y  n e e d s ,  m a y  h e l p  i n f o r m  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  a  p r o j e c t ’ s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p e r f o r m a n c e  s c o r e .

L E E D  O + M  S S  c r e d i t  R a i n w a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  :  S t u d y i n g  t h e  c l i m a t e .   ,  
r a i n f a l l  , a n d  h y d r o l o g y  o f  t h e  s i t e  a n d  w a t e r s h e d  w i l l  h e l p  d e t e r m i n e  
a p p l i c a b l e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  e a r n  t h e  r e l a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e -  b a s e d  c r e d i t .

L E E D  O + M  S S  c r e d i t  H e a t  I s l a n d  R e d u c t i o n :  S i t e  a s s e s s m e n t  c a n  l e a d  
t o  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a v i n g ,  s h a d i n g ,  o r  r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  c a n  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e -  b a s e d  c r e d i t .

 L E E D  O + M  E A  c r e d i t  E n e r g y  P e r f o r m a n c e  :  A n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
c l i m a t e  ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o l a r  a c c e s s ,  t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  d i u r n a l  s w i n g s ,  w i n d  
p a t t e r n s ,  h u m i d i t y ,  a n d  r a i n f a l l  w i l l  s u p p o r t  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  p a s s i v e  
a n d  a c t i v e  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y  s t r a t e g i e s .

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 


REFERENCED STANDARDS

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  S o i l s :  s o i l s . u s d a . g o v  

T R - 5 5  i n i t i a l  w a t e r  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y :  n r c s . u s d a . g o v



TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


G r e e n f i e l d  a r e a  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  g r a d e d ,  c o m p a c t e d ,  c l e a r e d ,  o r  
d i s t u r b e d  a n d  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  ( o r  c o u l d  s u p p o r t )  o p e n  s p a c e ,  h a b i t a t ,  
o r  n a t u r a l  h y d r o l o g y .

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( N R C S )  s o i l s  d e l i n e a t i o n  a  
U . S . - b a s e d  s o i l  s u r v e y  t h a t  s h o w s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s o i l  
t y p e s  a n d  s p e c i a l  s o i l  f e a t u r e s  o n  t h e  s i t e

P r e v i o u s l y  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g r a d e d ,  c o m p a c t e d ,  
c l e a r e d ,  p r e v i o u s l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  o r  d i s t u r b e d  i n  a n y  w a y .  T h e s e  a r e  
a r e a s  t h a t  d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  ' G r e e n f i e l d . '

P r i m e  f a r m l a n d  l a n d  t h a t  h a s  t h e  b e s t  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
c h e m i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  f o o d ,  f e e d ,  f o r a g e ,  f i b e r ,  a n d  
o i l s e e d  c r o p s  a n d  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e s e  u s e s ,  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  
t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t 

o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ’ s  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( a  U . S . - b a s e d  
m e t h o d o l o g y  t h a t  s e t s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  s o i l ) .  F o r  a  
c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  q u a l i f i e s  a s  p r i m e  f a r m l a n d ,  s e e  U . S .  
C o d e  o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  T i t l e  7 ,  Vo l u m e  6 ,  P a r t s  4 0 0  t o  6 9 9 ,  
S e c t i o n  6 5 7 . 5 .
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