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  SS- CR(1 - 2) - DESIGN

INTENT


To conserve existing natural areas and restore 
damaged areas to provide habitat and 
promote biodiversity.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES 
& STRATEGIES


 On greenfield sites, perform a site survey to 
identify site elements and adopt a master 
plan for development of the project site.  

Strategies include stacking the building 

program, tuck-under parking and sharing 
facilities with neighbors.

Prohibit plant materials listed as invasive or 

noxious weed species.

  PROTECT OR RESTORE HABITAT

REQUIREMENTS 


Preserve and protect from all development and construction activity 40% of the 
greenfield area on the site (if such areas exist). AND 

Restore a portion of the site (including the building footprint) identified as previously 
disturbed and follow vegetation and soil requirements below. Vegetated roof surfaces 
may be included in the habitat area calculations if the plants are native or adapted and 
provide habitat. 

IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


T h i s  u p d a t e d  c r e d i t  i s  n o w  m o r e  a c h i e v a b l e  f o r  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t  t y p e s  a n d  m o r e  
d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
r e v i t a l i s a t i o n .  T h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  r e d u c e d  f r o m  a  m i n i m u m  o f  3 0 %  
t o  1 5 % ,  a n d  a  s e c o n d  t h r e s h o l d  w a s  a d d e d  a t  2 5 %  f o r  t w o  p o i n t s  t o  r e w a r d  
p r o j e c t s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  r e s t o r a t i o n .  S o i l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  s t r e a m l i n e d  a n d  
t e s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  A  v e g e t a t i o n  s e c t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  p l a n t i n g  o f  d i v e r s e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  p o l l i n a t o r  h a b i t a t .

O p t i o n  2 .  F i n a n c i a l  S u p p o r t  w a s  r e m o v e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f o c u s  o n  l o c a l  h a b i t a t  
r e s t o r a t i o n .

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




REQUIREMENTS 


REQUIREMENTS + 


Ve g e t a t i o n  : 

P l a n t  a  m i n i m u m  o f  6  s p e c i e s  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  n a t i v e  o r  
a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  E P A  L e v e l  I I I  e c o r e g i o n  ( o r  l o c a l  e q u i v a l e n t  
f o r  p r o j e c t s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U . S . ) .  I n c l u d e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2  o u t  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p l a n t  c a t e g o r i e s :  t r e e ,  s h r u b ,  a n d  g r o u n d  c o v e r .  D e s i g n a t e  
a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  a r e a  f o r  a  p o l l i n a t o r  g a r d e n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
n a t i v e  f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  t o t a l l i n g  a t  l e a s t  3 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  ( 3  s q u a r e  
m e t e r s ) .

CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE

L E E D  O + M  c r e d i t  S i t e  M a n a g e m e n t :  N a t u r a l l y  v e g e t a t e d  a r e a s  t h a t  
m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  c r e d i t  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  
r o u t i n e  u s e  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  r e d u c e  
i r r i g a t i o n ,  n u t r i e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  e r o s i o n ,  t h e r e b y  h e l p i n g  t h e  
p r o j e c t  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d  
c r e d i t .

L E E D  O + M  S S  c r e d i t  R a i n w a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t :  R e s t o r i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  
g r e e n f i e l d  a r e a s  w i t h  n a t i v e  o r  a d a p t e d  v e g e t a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  p r o v i d e  
a p p l i c a b l e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  e a r n  t h e  r e l a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d  c r e d i t .  

L E E D O + M  S S  c r e d i t  H e a t  I s l a n d  R e d u c t i o n  :  Ve g e t a t e d  r o o f s  c a n  b e  
c o u n t e d  f o r  b o t h  c r e d i t s .



REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 


EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

R e s t o r e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  3 5 % ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o o t p r i n t )  o f  a l l  
p r e v i o u s l y  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a  o n 

s i t e  u s i n g  s o i l  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  c r e d i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

REFERENCED STANDARDS
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E P A D a t a C o m m o n s / O R D / E c o r e g i o n s /p u b s / N A _ Te r r e s t r i a l E c o r e g i o n s L e v  
e l 3 _ F i n a l - 2 j u n e 1 1 _ C E C . p d f
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


A d a p t e d  v e g e t a t i o n  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  n a t i v e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e g i o n  i t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o , 

b u t  h a s  e v o l v e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c o n d u c i v e  f o r  h e a l t h y  
g r o w t h  a n d  r e q u i r e s  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  s u c h  a s  
w a t e r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  s i m i l a r  s p e c i e s  n a t i v e  t o  t h e  
a r e a .  A n  a d a p t e d  s p e c i e s  i s  n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  o r  d i s r u p t i v e  t o  n a t i v e  
p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s

I n v a s i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  n o n n a t i v e  o r  e x o t i c  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  q u i c k l y  
g r o w s  a n d  a g g r e s s i v e l y  r e p r o d u c e s ,  o f t e n  d i s r u p t i n g  o r  d i s p l a c i n g  
n a t i v e  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  p l a n t ’ s  v i g o r  c o m b i n e d 

w i t h  a  l a c k  o f  n a t u r a l  e n e m i e s  l e a d s  t o  o u t b r e a k  p o p u l a t i o n s .

P r e v i o u s l y  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g r a d e d ,  c o m p a c t e d ,  
c l e a r e d ,  p r e v i o u s l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  o r  d i s t u r b e d  i n  a n y  w a y .  T h e s e  a r e  
a r e a s  t h a t  d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  ' g r e e n f i e l d . ’
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