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SS- CR(1 - 2) - DESIGN PROTECT OR RESTORE HABITAT

REQUIREMENTS
INTENT ” -
Preserve and protect from all development and construction activity 40% of the
greenfield area on the site (if such areas exist). AND
Restore a portion of the site (including the building footprint) identified as previously
disturbed and follow vegetation and soil requirements below. Vegetated roof surfaces
may be included in the habitat area calculations if the plants are native or adapted and
provide habitat.

To conserve existing natural areas and restore
damaged areas to provide habitat and
promote biodiversity.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES  |MpLEMENTATION
& STRATEGIES

© On greenfield sites, perform a y to
identify site elements and adopt a master f 1t
plan for the project si

Estrategies include stacking the building
program, parking

facilities with neighbors.

EProhibit plant materials listed as invasive or
noxious weed species.

BEHIND THE INTENT

‘hydrol

consider on-site restoration.
i Anoff-site
projects that

This updated credit is now more achievable for various project types and more
directly addresses the intent of the credit as it relates to habitat protection and
revitalisation. The restoration requirement was reduced from a minimum of 30%
to 15%, and a second threshold was added at 25% for two points to reward
projects for increased restoration. Soil requirements have been streamlined and
testing requirements have been removed. A vegetation sec n was added to
encourage planting of diverse vegetation and pollinator habitat.

Option 2. Financial Support was removed to encourage focus on local habitat
restoration.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE

STEP 1. IDENTIFY GREENFIELD AREA WITHIN PROJECT
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STEP 2. DETERMINE GREENFIELD AREA TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE

STEP 4. SELECT OPTION

Select the appropriate option for the project.

- Option 1 may be feasible for projects that have sufficient land to meet the credit requirements for
restoration. Project teams must restore both the habitats and soils that wil be revegetated. This
restoration will likely happen in parallel (see Further Explanation, Option 1 Timeline).

. Option 2 is for projects that are 100% greenfield sites, or cannot meet the requirements for on-site
restoration, or choose not to conduct restoration. If choosing Option 2, skip to Option 2, Financial
Support, below. If unsure, continue with Steps 5 and 6 to gather more information before making a
decision.

STEP 5. IDENTIFY ALL PREVIOUSLY DISTURBED SITE AREA
Work with site professionals to determine the total site area that has been graded, compacted, cleared,
or disturbed, if any. Include the building footprint if it is located on previously disturbed land.

STEP 6. DETERMINE ANTICIPATED RATIO OF BUILDING FOOTPRINT TO PREVIOUSLY
DISTURBED SITE AREA
Determine the density of the project and surrounding areas by estimating the projected size of the
building footprint and comparing it with the site area.
- Building vertically can significantly reduce a building footprint while increasing site density.
- If the project meets the floor-area ratio (FAR) density minimum, vegetated roofs may be considered
part of the restored area (see Further Explanation, Vegetated Roofs).

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE

Option 1. On-Site Restoration

STEP 1. DETERMINE AREAS FOR RESTORATION.
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STEP 3. IDENTIFY DISTURBED AREAS TO BE REVEGETATED
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE
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Option 2. Financlal Support

STEP 1. DETERMINE AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT

STEP 2. IDENTIFY QUALIFYING PARTNER ORGANIZATION
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REQUIREMENTS

ite 1 such areas exist,
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toTable

Table 1. Points for percentage of area restored
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Soll Restoration

> imported sos may not include the folowing:

farmiand of statewide or local importance:
o soisfrom other greenfeidsites;or
< sphagnum peat moss

REQUIREMENTS +

Vegetation :

lant a minimum of 6 species of vegetation that are native or
adapted to the project’s EPA Level Ill ecoregion {or local equivalent
for projects outside of the U.S.). Include a minimum of 2 out of the
following plant categories: tree, shrub, and ground cover. Designate
a portion of the habitat area for a pollinator garden consisting of

tive flowering plants and totalling at least 30 square feet (3 square
reters).

=
ONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE )

D O+M credit Site Management: Naturally vegetated areas tha
eet the requirements of this credit are less likely to require the
outine use of maintenance equipment. They could also reduce
rigation, nutrient application, and erosion, thereby helping the
project meet the requirements of the related performance-based
credit.

&
EED O+M SS credit Rainwater Management: Restoring and protecting
reenfield areas with native or adapted vegetation will help provide
ipplicable strategies to earh the related performance-based credit

EEDO+M SS credit Heat Island Reduction : Vegetated roofs can be
ounted for both credi




REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

Documentation AllProjects option1 Option2
Greenfield area calculations x

Description of greenfield area protection (if pplicable) X

Native or adapted vegetation calculations X

boundary, buiding

on, lant
and any other relevant site conditions

Descrption o disturbed or compacted solsto b revegetated X
Reference solcharacteistics and soltest reults X

x
Financial support calcultions x
Agreement with and trustor conservation organization x
U, projects: Confirmation that and trust s aceredited by Land Tust Alance x

and mission of conseration organization

EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

Restore a minimum of 35%(including the building footprint) of all
previously disturbed area on
site using soil and vegetation that meet the credit requirements

REFERENCED STANDARDS

PA Level 11l Ecoregion Descriptions: ftp://newftp.epa.gov/
PADataCommons/ORD/Ecoregions/pubs/NA _TerrestrialEcoregionsLeyv
3_Final-2junell_CEC.pdf

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, PLANTS Database
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/poertal/nrcs/main/national/
plantsanimals/plants/

Invasive Plant Atlas of the United States: https://
vww.invasiveplantatlas.org/

U.S. State and Federal Noxious Weed laws: http
java/noxComposite

Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, Pollinator-F
Plant Lists: xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/plant-lists/




TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Adapted vegetation vegetation that is not native to the particular
region it was introduced to,

but has evolved or maintained characteristics conducive for healthy
growth and requires no additional resources or maintenance, such as
water for irrigation, in compa on to similar species native to the |
area. An adapted species is hon-aggressive or disruptive to native
plant communities

-
Invasive vegetation nonnative or exotic vegetation that quickly
grows and aggressively reproduces, often disrupting or displacing
native plant communities. The plant's vigor combined
with a lack of natural enemies leads to outbreak populations.

Previously disturbed areas that have been graded, compacted,
cleared, previously developed, or disturbed in any way. These are
areas that do not qualify as 'green Id.’
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