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BEHIND THE INTENT 


U p d a t e s  c l a r i f y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  o u t d o o r  s p a c e  a n d  
v e g e t a t e d  s p a c e  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  o p e n  s p a c e .  P r o j e c t s  m u s t  p r o v i d e  o u t d o o r  s p a c e  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  o r  e q u a l  t o  3 0 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  s i t e  a r e a .  O f  t h e  t o t a l  o u t d o o r  o p e n  
s p a c e  c a l c u l a t e d ,  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2 5 %  m u s t  b e  v e g e t a t e d  o r  h a v e  o v e r h e a d  
v e g e t a t e d  c a n o p y .  M i n i m a l  c h a n g e s  t o  v e r b i a g e  r e g a r d i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  h a v e  a l s o  
b e e n  m a d e  t o  c l a r i f y  t y p e s  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

  

INTENT


To reduce runoff volume and improve water 
quality by replicating the natural hydrology 
and water balance of the site, based on 
historical conditions and undeveloped 
ecosystems in the region to avoid contributing 
to flooding downstream in frontline 
communities.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


 Design the project site to maintain natural 
stormwater flows by promoting infiltration.   

Specify vegetated roofs, pervious paving, 

and other measures to m minimize 
impervious surfaces. 

Reuse stormwater for non-potable uses such 

as landscape irrigation, toilet and urinal 
flushing and custodial uses. 

  RAINWATER MANAGEMENT

REQUIREMENTS 


Option 1. Percentile of Rainfall Events (1-3 points except Healthcare, 1-2 points Healthcare) In a manner 
best replicating natural site hydrology processes, retain on site the runoff from the associated 
percentile of regional or local rainfall events. The percentile event volume must be retained (i.e. 
infiltrated, evapotranspirated, or collected and reused) using low-impact development (LID) and green 
infrastructure (GI) practices. GI and LID strategies can be either structural or non-structural. Points are 
awarded according to Table 1




Option 2. Natural land cover conditions (3 points except Healthcare, 2 points Healthcare) Calculate the 
difference between the projected runoff volume under the proposed design conditions and the runoff 
volume under natural land cover conditions that existed prior to any disturbance. Retain (i.e. infiltrate, 
evapotranspirate, or collect and reuse) on site the increase in runoff volume using LID and GI practices.

IMPLEMENTATION 


SS- CR(1 - 3) - DESIGN

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +




REQUIREMENTS 


CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  W E  c r e d i t  Wa t e r  P e r f o r m a n c e :  L I D  a n d  G I  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  
h a r v e s t  a n d  r e u s e  r a i n w a t e r  m a y  h e l p  r e d u c e  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  d e m a n d .  
T h u s ,  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h a t  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  u s e  l e s s  w a t e r  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i f e  c y c l e ,  w h i c h  m a y  h e l p  i m p r o v e  a  
p r o j e c t ’ s  w a t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  s c o r e .  T r a c k i n g  w a t e r  c o n s u m p t i o n  o n  a  
r e g u l a r  b a s i s  t h r o u g h  m e t e r i n g  s u p p o r t s  e f f e c t i v e  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  p r o v i d e s  p e r f o r m a n c e  d a t a  t o  h e l p  v e r i f y  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  s y s t e m s  
a r e  o p e r a t i n g  a s  d e s i g n e d .  

L E E D  O + M  S S  c r e d i t  H e a t  I s l a n d  R e d u c t i o n  :  Ve g e t a t e d  r o o f s  i n s t a l l e d  
f o r  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h i s  c r e d i t  w i l l  a l s o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  r e l a t e d .  
p e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d  c r e d i t .

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 




EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

REFERENCED STANDARDS

E P A ’ s  L I D  w e b s i t e :  h t t p s : // w w w . e p a . g o v /n p s / l i d

G e o r g e t o w n  C l i m a t e  C e n t r e ’ s  G r e e n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  To o l k i t :  h t t p : //
w w w . g e o r g e t o w n c l i m a t e . o r g /a d a p t a t i o n / t o o l k i t s /g r e e n -
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e - t o o l k i t /g r e e n -  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e - s t r a t e g i e s - a n d -
t e c h n i q u e s . h t m l "

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


R e t a i n  ( r a i n w a t e r )  o n  s i t e  t o  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e s e r v e  a  s p e c i f i e d  v o l u m e  
o f  r a i n f a l l  t o  m i m i c  n a t u r a l  h y d r o l o g i c  f u n c t i o n .  R e t e n t i o n  i s  a  
f u n c t i o n  o f  r a i n w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  s t r a t e g i e s  i n v o l v i n g  
e v a p o t r a n s p i r a t i o n ,  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  a n d  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e u s e .

G r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  s o i l -  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n - b a s e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  w e t  
w e a t h e r  m a n a g e m e n t  t h a t  i s  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e ,  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y .  G r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  
a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n f i l t r a t e ,  e v a p o t r a n s p i r e ,  c a p t u r e ,  a n d  
r e u s e  s t o r m w a t e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r  r e s t o r e  n a t u r a l  h y d r o l o g i e s .  
( A d a p t e d  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y )

M a n a g e  ( r a i n w a t e r )  o n  s i t e  t o  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e t a i n  a  s p e c i f i e d  v o l u m e  
o f  r a i n f a l l  t o  m i m i c  n a t u r a l  h y d r o l o g i c  f u n c t i o n .  E x a m p l e s  o f  
r a i n w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d e  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  
e v a p o t r a n s p i r a t i o n ,  i n i l t r a t i o n ,  a n d  c a p t u r e  a n d  r e u s e .
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