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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

I n t e n t  o f  O u t d o o r  Wa t e r  U s e  R e d u c t i o n  

B e h i n d  t h e  i n t e n t

S t e p  b y  S t e p  G u i d a n c e  

R e q u i r e d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

Te r m s  a n d  D e f i n i t i o n s  



  CRITERIA IN THIS CATEGORY

  WE PR OUTDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

  WE PR INDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

  MAXIMUM POSSIBLE CREDITS : 3 P / 11 C

T h e  Wa t e r  Effi c i e n c y  ( W E )  s e c t i o n  
a d d r e s s e s  w a t e r  h o l i s t i c a l l y ,  l o o k i n g  a t  
i n d o o r  u s e ,  o u t d o o r  u s e ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  
u s e s ,  a n d  m e t e r i n g .  T h e  s e c t i o n  i s  b a s e d  
o n  a n  “ effi c i e n c y  fi r s t ”  a p p r o a c h  t o  w a t e r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  e a c h  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  l o o k s  a t  w a t e r  effi c i e n c y  a n d  
r e d u c t i o n s  i n  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  u s e  a l o n e .  
T h e n ,  t h e  W E  c r e d i t s  a d d i t i o n a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  n o n p o t a b l e  a n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e s  o f  w a t e r

WATER EFFICIENCY

  WE PR BUILDING-LEVEL WATER METERING

  WE CR OUTDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

  WE CR INDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

  WE CR COOLING TOWER WATER USE

   WE CR WATER METERING

  WE- PR- DESIGN

INTENT


To reduce outdoor potable water consumption 
and preserve no and low-cost potable water 
resources.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


 The landscape water requirement (LWR) 
can be estimated by developing a water 
budget that allows landscape professionals 
to consider the effects of the many design 
variables, such as plant types, planting 
density, and irrigation system elements. 
Using a water budget optimizes water use in 
landscape designs

  OUTDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

REQUIREMENTS 


permeable or impermeable pavement, should be excluded from the landscape area 
calculations. Athletic fields and playgrounds (if vegetated) and food gardens may be included 
or excluded at the project team’s discretion. 

Option 1. No Irrigation Required Show that the landscape does not require a permanent 
irrigation system beyond a maximum two-year establishment period. OR Option 2. Reduced 
Irrigation Reduce the project’s landscape water requirement by at least 30% from the 
calculated baseline for the site’s peak watering month. Reductions must be achieved through 
plant species selection and irrigation system efficiency, as calculated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) WaterSense Water Budget Tool.

IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


T h e r e  a r e  n o  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  r e f e r  t o  t h e  L E E D  v 4  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a d d i t i o n :



REQUIREMENTS 


N C ,  C S ,  S C H O O L S ,  R E T A I L ,  D A T A  C E N T E R S ,  
W A R E H O U S E S  &  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C E N T E R S ,  H O S P I T A L I T Y ,  
H E A LT H C A R E

R e d u c e  o u t d o o r  w a t e r  u s e  t h r o u g h  o n e  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o p t i o n s .  N o n  v e g e t a t e d  s u r f a c e s ,  s u c h  a s  
p e r m e a b l e  o r  i m p e r m e a b l e  p a v e m e n t ,  s h o u l d  b e  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  
A t h l e t i c  f i e l d s  a n d  p l a y g r o u n d s  ( i f  v e g e t a t e d )  a n d  
f o o d  g a r d e n s  m a y  b e  i n c l u d e d  o r  e x c l u d e d  a t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  t e a m ’ s  d i s c r e t i o n .

O p t i o n  1 .  N o  I r r i g a t i o n  R e q u i r e d 

S h o w  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  
p e r m a n e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  b e y o n d  a  m a x i m u m  t w o -
y e a r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p e r i o d .

REQUIREMENTS 


O R 

O p t i o n  2 .  R e d u c e d  I r r i g a t i o n 

R e d u c e  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  l a n d s c a p e  w a t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t  b y  
a t  l e a s t  3 0 %  f r o m  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e l i n e  f o r  t h e  
s i t e ’ s  p e a k  w a t e r i n g  m o n t h .  R e d u c t i o n s  m u s t  b e  
a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  
i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  t h e  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  ( E P A )  Wa t e r S e n s e  
Wa t e r  B u d g e t  To o l .

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  W E  c r e d i t  Wa t e r  P e r f o r m a n c e  :  D e s i g n i n g  o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
a  p e r m a n e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  s e l e c t i n g  n a t i v e  o r  a d a p t e d  p l a n t s  f o r  
p r o j e c t  l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d /o r  i n s t a l l i n g  e f f i c i e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m s  
r e d u c e s  i r r i g a t i o n  w a t e r  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i f e  c y c l e ,  
w h i c h  m a y  h e l p  i m p r o v e  a  p r o j e c t ’ s  w a t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  s c o r e .

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

a d a p t e d  p l a n t  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  n a t i v e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  b u t  
t h a t  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  a l l o w  i t  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A d a p t e d  
p l a n t s  d o  n o t  p o s e  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m s  a s  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s .

c o m b i n a t i o n  o v e n  d i s c h a r g e  w a t e r  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  a n  o v e n  t h a t  
i n c l u d e s  a  s t e a m  c y c l e  o r  o p t i o n

c o n v e n t i o n a l  i r r i g a t i o n  a  r e g i o n ’ s  m o s t  c o m m o n  s y s t e m  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
w a t e r  t o  p l a n t s  b y  n o n n a t u r a l  m e a n s .  A  c o n v e n t i o n a l  i r r i g a t i o n  
s y s t e m  c o m m o n l y  u s e s  p r e s s u r e  t o  d e l i v e r  w a t e r  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e s  i t  
t h r o u g h  s p r i n k l e r  h e a d s  a b o v e  t h e  g r o u n d .

c o o l i n g  t o w e r  b l o w d o w n  t h e  w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  a  c o o l i n g  t o w e r  
t y p i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  i n c r e a s e d  s a l i n i t y  o r  a l k a l i n i t y  h a s  c a u s e d  s c a l i n g .  
C o o l i n g  t o w e r  b l o w d o w n  m a y  b e  t o o  s a l i n e  f o r  u s e  i n  l a n d s c a p e  
i r r i g a t i o n .

e v a p o t r a n s p i r a t i o n  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e v a p o r a t i o n  a n d  p l a n t  
t r a n s p i r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e .  E v a p o r a t i o n  o c c u r s  w h e n  l i q u i d  
w a t e r  f r o m  s o i l ,  p l a n t  s u r f a c e s ,  o r  w a t e r  b o d i e s  b e c o m e s  v a p o r .  
T r a n s p i r a t i o n  i s  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  w a t e r  t h r o u g h  a  p l a n t  a n d  t h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  l o s s  o f  w a t e r  v a p o r .

THE WORLD’S 1ST GREEN 
TECHNOLOGY MARKETPLACE
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