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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

I n t e n t  o f  O u t d o o r  Wa t e r  U s e  R e d u c t i o n  

B e h i n d  t h e  i n t e n t

S t e p  b y  S t e p  G u i d a n c e  

R e q u i r e d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

Te r m s  a n d  D e f i n i t i o n s  



  WE- CR(3) - DESIGN

INTENT


To reduce outdoor potable water consumption 
and preserve no and low-cost potable water 
resources.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES 
& STRATEGIES


Develop the plant species and water 
requirement narrative. · Include a description 
of the plantings and explain why they will 
not require irrigation beyond their specified 
establishment periods. Indicate why average 
rainfall will be sufficient. · A landscaping plan 
showing native plants may be provided to 
confirm that irrigation will not be required, 
based on local rainfall and plants’ water 
demands

  OUTDOOR WATER USE REDUCTION

REQUIREMENTS 


 Reduce outdoor water use through one of the following options. Nonvegetated 
surfaces, such as permeable or impermeable pavement, should be excluded from 
landscape area calculations. Athletic fields and playgrounds (if vegetated) and food 
gardens may be included or excluded at the project team’s discretion

IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


C o r e  a n d  S h e l l  p r o j e c t s  c a n  n o w  e a r n  u p  t o  3  p o i n t s  
u n d e r  W E  c r e d i t  O u t d o o r  Wa t e r  U s e  R e d u c t i o n .  O n e  
p o i n t  w a s  r e - a l l o c a t e d  f r o m  W E  c r e d i t  I n d o o r  Wa t e r  
U s e  R e d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  c r e d i t ,  t o  b e t t e r  a l i g n  W E  
p o i n t s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  t h e  t y p i c a l  s c o p e  o f  w o r k  o f  
C o r e  a n d  S h e l l  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t o  r e w a r d  i n c r e m e n t a l  
o u t d o o r  w a t e r  u s e  s a v i n g s .

REQUIREMENTS 

N C ,  C S ,  S C H O O L S ,  R E T A I L ,  D A T A  C E N T E R S ,  W A R E H O U S E S  &  
D I S T R I B U T I O N  C E N T E R S ,  H O S P I T A L I T Y ,  H E A LT H C A R E

R e d u c e  o u t d o o r  w a t e r  u s e  t h r o u g h  o n e  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o p t i o n s .  N o n  v e g e t a t e d  s u r f a c e s ,  s u c h  a s  
p e r m e a b l e  o r  i m p e r m e a b l e  p a v e m e n t ,  s h o u l d  b e  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  l a n d s c a p e  a r e a  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  A t h l e t i c  
f i e l d s  a n d  p l a y g r o u n d s  ( i f  v e g e t a t e d )  a n d  f o o d  
g a r d e n s  m a y  b e  i n c l u d e d  o r  e x c l u d e d  a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  
t e a m ’ s  d i s c r e t i o n .

O p t i o n  1 .  N o  I r r i g a t i o n  R e q u i r e d  ( 2  p o i n t s  e x c e p t  
H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  C S ,  1  p o i n t  H e a l t h c a r e ,  3  p o i n t s  C S ) 

S h o w  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  
p e r m a n e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  b e y o n d  a  m a x i m u m  t w o -
y e a r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p e r i o d .



REQUIREMENTS 


O p t i o n  2 .  R e d u c e d  I r r i g a t i o n  ( 1 - 2  p o i n t s  e x c e p t  
H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  C S ,  1  p o i n t  H e a l t h c a r e ,  3  p o i n t s  C S )

R e d u c e  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  l a n d s c a p e  w a t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t  ( LW R )  b y  a t  l e a s t  
5 0 %  f r o m  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e l i n e  f o r  t h e  s i t e ’ s  p e a k  w a t e r i n g  m o n t h .  
R e d u c t i o n s  m u s t  f i r s t  b e  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  s e l e c t i o n  
a n d  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  e f f i c i e n c y  a s  c a l c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  ( E P A )  Wa t e r S e n s e  Wa t e r  B u d g e t  To o l . 

A d d i t i o n a l  r e d u c t i o n s  b e y o n d  3 0 %  m a y  b e  a c h i e v e d  u s i n g  a n y  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a t e r  s o u r c e s ,  a n d  s m a r t  
s c h e d u l i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s .

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE


CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  W E  c r e d i t  Wa t e r  P e r f o r m a n c e  :  D e s i g n i n g  o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
a  p e r m a n e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  s e l e c t i n g  n a t i v e  o r  a d a p t e d  p l a n t s  f o r  
p r o j e c t  l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d /o r  i n s t a l l i n g  e f f i c i e n t  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m s  
r e d u c e s  i r r i g a t i o n  w a t e r  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i f e  c y c l e ,  
w h i c h  m a y  i m p r o v e  a  p r o j e c t ’ s  w a t e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  s c o r e .  T h e  u s e  o f  
a l t e r n a t i v e  w a t e r  s y s t e m s  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e s  b u i l d i n g  
p o t a b l e  w a t e r  u s e .



REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 


REFERENCED STANDARDS

N O N E

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


C o n v e n t i o n a l  i r r i g a t i o n  a  r e g i o n ’ s  m o s t  c o m m o n  s y s t e m  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
w a t e r  t o  p l a n t s  b y  n o n n a t u r a l  m e a n s .  A  c o n v e n t i o n a l  i r r i g a t i o n  
s y s t e m  c o m m o n l y  u s e s  p r e s s u r e  t o  d e l i v e r  w a t e r  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e s  i t  
t h r o u g h  s p r i n k l e r  h e a d s  a b o v e  t h e  g r o u n d .

P e a k  w a t e r i n g  m o n t h  t h e  m o n t h  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d e i c i t  b e t w e e n  
e v a p o t r a n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  r a i n f a l l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  m o n t h  w h e n  t h e  p l a n t s  i n  
t h e  s i t e ’ s  r e g i o n  p o t e n t i a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h e  m o s t  s u p p l e m e n t a l  w a t e r  
t y p i c a l l y  a  m i d - s u m m e r  m o n t h .  ( S u s t a i n a b l e  S i t e s  I n i t i a t i v e )

N a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n  i n d i g e n o u s  s p e c i e s  t h a t  o c c u r s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e g i o n ,  e c o s y s t e m ,  a n d  h a b i t a t  w i t h o u t  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  h u m a n  
a c t i o n s .  N a t i v e  s p e c i e s  h a v e  e v o l v e d  t o  t h e  g e o g r a p h y ,  h y d r o l o g y ,  
a n d  c l i m a t e  o f  t h a t  r e g i o n .  T h e y  a l s o  o c c u r  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  t h a t  i s ,  
t h e y  h a v e  e v o l v e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e s e  
c o m m u n i t i e s  p r o v i d e  h a b i t a t  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e  
s p e c i e s .  S p e c i e s  n a t i v e  t o  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  
t h o s e  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  p r i o r  t o  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t .  A l s o  
k n o w n  a s  n a t i v e  p l a n t s .
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