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INTENT


To conserve low cost potable water resources 
and support water management and identify 
opportunities for additional water savings by 
tracking water consumption.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


One system often subject to gaps between 
projected and actual performance is water 
use. As a first step in improving efficiency, 
the project team must install water metering 
to track water consumption by both the 
project building and any associated grounds.

  BUILDING-LEVEL WATER METERING

REQUIREMENTS 


Install permanent water meters that measure the total potable water use for the 
building and associated grounds. Meter data must be compiled into monthly and 
annual summaries; meter readings can be manual or automated. Commit to sharing 
with USGBC the resulting whole-project water usage data for a five-year period 
beginning on the date the project accepts LEED certification or typical occupancy, 
whichever comes first. This commitment must carry forward for five years or until the 
building changes ownership or lessee.

IMPLEMENTATION 


WE- PR- DESIGN

BEHIND THE INTENT 


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




REQUIREMENTS 


I n s t a l l  p e r m a n e n t  w a t e r  m e t e r s  t h a t  m e a s u r e  t h e  t o t a l  
p o t a b l e  w a t e r  u s e  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  
g r o u n d s .  M e t e r  d a t a  m u s t  b e  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  m o n t h l y  a n d  
a n n u a l  s u m m a r i e s ;  m e t e r  r e a d i n g s  c a n  b e  m a n u a l  o r  
a u t o m a t e d .

C o m m i t  t o  s h a r i n g  w i t h  U S G B C  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  w h o l e -
p r o j e c t  w a t e r  u s a g e  d a t a  f o r  a  f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d  
b e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e  d a t e  t h e  p r o j e c t  a c c e p t s  L E E D  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o r  t y p i c a l  o c c u p a n c y ,  w h i c h e v e r  c o m e s  
f i r s t . 

T h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  m u s t  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  
u n t i l  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c h a n g e s  o w n e r s h i p  o r  l e s s e e .

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

REFERENCED STANDARDS


N O N E



CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  W E  c r e d i t  Wa t e r  P e r f o r m a n c e  :  I n s t a l l i n g  w h o l e  b u i l d i n g  
w a t e r  m e t e r s  i s  a  s i m p l e  y e t  c r i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o t a l  
w a t e r  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i f e  c y c l e .  T r a c k i n g  w a t e r  
c o n s u m p t i o n  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  s u p p o r t s  e f f e c t i v e  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  p r o v i d e s  p e r f o r m a n c e  d a t a  t o  h e l p  v e r i f y  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  s y s t e m s  
a r e  o p e r a t i n g  a s  d e s i g n e d .  P r o j e c t s  c a n  s u b m i t  d a t a  v i a  t h e  A r c  
p l a t f o r m  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  s h a r e  w h o l e -  
p r o j e c t  w a t e r  u s a g e  d a t a  w i t h  U S G B C  a n d  g e t  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  p a t h  t o  
r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


P o t a b l e  w a t e r  w a t e r  t h a t  m e e t s  o r  e x c e e d s  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  ( o r  a  l o c a l  
e q u i v a l e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  U . S . )  a n d  i s  a p p r o v e d  f o r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  
b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  i t  m a y  b e  
s u p p l i e d  f r o m  w e l l s  o r  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s y s t e m s

P r i v a t e  m e t e r  a  d e v i c e  t h a t  m e a s u r e s  w a t e r  l o w  a n d  i s  i n s t a l l e d  
d o w n s t r e a m  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l y  m e t e r  o r  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  o n -
s i t e  w a t e r  s y s t e m  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m

P u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l y  ( P W S )  a  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
o f  w a t e r  f o r  h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  p i p e s  o r  o t h e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  
c o n v e y a n c e s .  To  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  p u b l i c ,  s u c h  s y s t e m  m u s t  h a v e  a t  
l e a s t  1 5  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o r  r e g u l a r l y  s e r v e  a t  l e a s t  2 5  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  ( A d a p t e d  f r o m  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y )
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