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  MR - PR- DESIGN 

INTENT


To reduce the disproportionate burden of 
landfills and incinerators that is generated by 
building occupants’ waste hauled to and 
disposed of in landfills and incinerators 
through reduction, reuse and recycling service 
and education, and to conserve natural 

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


Waste disposal continues to be a significant 
environmental burden on communities and 
ecosystems. In the U.S., paper, food, glass, 
metals, and plastics- all recyclable--make up 
approximately 69% of total municipal solid 
waste (Figure 1). By diverting such recyclable 
waste from landfills, building owners can not 
only reduce hauling costs but also help 
convert recyclables into new products, 
reducing demand for virgin materials

  STORAGE AND COLLECTION OF RECYCLABLES

REQUIREMENTS 


Provide dedicated areas accessible to waste haulers and building occupants for the 
collection and storage of recyclable materials for the entire building. Collection and 
storage areas may be separate locations. Recyclable materials must include mixed 
paper, corrugated cardboard, glass, plastics, and metals. Take appropriate measures for 
the safe collection, storage, and disposal of two of the following: batteries, mercury-
containing lamps, and electronic waste.

IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




REQUIREMENTS 


CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  M R  p r e r e q u i s i t e  Wa s t e  P e r f o r m a n c e :  T h i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  i s  a  
s t r a t e g y  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  a c h i e v e  t h e  M R  p r e r e q u i s i t e :  w a s t e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  v 4 . 1  O + M  r a t i n g  s y s t e m .
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REFERENCED STANDARDS

N O N E

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

D e d i c a t e d  s t o r a g e  i s  a  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  s p a c e  o r  a  c e n t r a l  
f a c i l i t y  t h a t  i s  s i z e d  a n d  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  t a s k ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e c y c l a b l e  w a s t e .  S i g n a g e  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  t y p e  o f  
r e c y c l a b l e  w a s t e  s t o r e d  t h e r e .  S o m e  w a s t e  s t r e a m s ,  s u c h  a s  m e r c u r y -
b a s e d  l i g h t  b u l b s ,  s e n s i t i v e  p a p e r  d o c u m e n t s ,  b i o m e d i c a l  w a s t e ,  o r  
b a t t e r i e s ,  m a y  r e q u i r e  p a r t i c u l a r  h a n d l i n g  o r  d i s p o s a l  m e t h o d s .  C o n s u l t  
t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ’ s  s a f e  s t o r a g e  a n d  d i s p o s a l  p r o c e d u r e s  o r  u s e  t h e  
g u i d e l i n e s  p o s t e d  o n  t h e  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  w e b s i t e ,  
a t  w w w . e p a . g o v .

E l e c t r o n i c  w a s t e  i n c l u d e s  d i s c a r d e d  e l e c t r o n i c  e q u i p m e n t  ( c o m p u t e r s ,  
m o n i t o r s ,  c o p i e r s ,  p r i n t e r s ,  s c a n n e r s ,  f a x  m a c h i n e s ) ,  a p p l i a n c e s  
( r e f r i g e r a t o r s ,  d i s h w a s h e r s ,  w a t e r  c o o l e r s ) ,  e x t e r n a l  p o w e r  a d a p t e r s ,  a n d  
t e l e v i s i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  a u d i o v i s u a l  e q u i p m e n t .

M i x e d  p a p e r :  w h i t e  a n d  c o l o r e d  p a p e r ,  e n v e l o p e s ,  f o r m s ,  f i l e  f o l d e r s ,  
t a b l e t s ,  l y e r s ,  c e r e a l  b o x e s ,  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r ,  c a t a l o g s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  p h o n e  
b o o k s ,  a n d  p h o t o s
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