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  IEQ - PR- DESIGN 

INTENT


To prevent or minimize exposure of building 
occupants, indoor surfaces, and ventilation air 
distribution systems to environmental tobacco 
smoke.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES 
& STRATEGIES


Prohibiting indoor smoking is the only way to 
fully eliminate the health risks associated with 
ETS. 4  For this reason, designated indoor 
smoking rooms are not allowed in LEED-certified 
buildings. Only residential projects are excepted, 
because of legal ownership issues. The 
prerequisite also prohibits smoking in outdoor 
areas used for  business purposes. A business 
that uses a public sidewalk or courtyard for 
seating or kiosks still maintains control over 
those areas, even though they are typically 
outside the property boundary line. 

  ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE CONTROL

REQUIREMENTS 


For this prerequisite smoking includes tobacco smoke, as well as smoke produced from the 
combustion of cannabis and controlled substances and the emissions produced by electronic 
smoking devices. Prohibit smoking inside the building. Prohibit smoking outside the building 
except in designated smoking areas located at least 25 feet (7.5 meters) (or the maximum 
extent allowable by local codes) from all entries, outdoor air intakes, and operable windows. 
Communicate the no-smoking policy to occupants. Have in place provisions for enforcement 
or no- smoking signage.

IMPLEMENTATION 


BEHIND THE INTENT 


STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE




STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +


REQUIREMENTS 


CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  E Q  P r e r e q u i s i t e :  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  To b a c c o  S m o k e  C o n t r o l :  
S t r a t e g i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  m i n i m i s i n g  e x p o s u r e  o f  b u i l d i n g  o c c u p a n t s  
t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t o b a c c o  s m o k e  i n  a  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g ,  
s u c h  a s  e f f e c t i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  s m o k i n g  p o l i c y ,  
m a y  h e l p  c r e a t e  p r e c e d e n c e  f o r  p r o h i b i t i n g  s m o k i n g  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  p h a s e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  b e t t e r  i n d o o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  p e r f o r m a n c e  f o r  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  p h a s e .



REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 


REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION + 


REFERENCED STANDARDS
S t a n d a r d  Te s t  M e t h o d  f o r  D e t e r m i n i n g  A i r  L e a k a g e  R a t e  b y  F a n  

P r e s s u r i z a t i o n ,  A S T M  E 7 7 9 - 0 3 :  a s t m . o r g  S t a n d a r d  Te s t  M e t h o d s  f o r  
D e t e r m i n i n g  A i r t i g h t n e s s  o f  B u i l d i n g s  U s i n g  a n  O r i f i c e  B l o w e r  D o o r ,  
A S T M  E 1 8 2 7- 1 1 :  a s t m . o r g

N o n d e s t r u c t i v e  t e s t i n g ,  L e a k  t e s t i n g — C r i t e r i a  f o r  m e t h o d  a n d  
t e c h n i q u e  s e l e c t i o n ,  C E N  S t a n d a r d  E N  1 7 7 9 — 1 9 9 9 :  c e n . e u

N o n d e s t r u c t i v e  t e s t i n g ,  L e a k  t e s t i n g ,  T r a c e r  g a s  m e t h o d ,  C E N  
S t a n d a r d  E N  1 3 1 8 5 — 2 0 0 1 :  c e n . e u  N o n d e s t r u c t i v e  t e s t i n g ,  L e a k  
t e s t i n g ,  C a l i b r a t i o n  o f  r e f e r e n c e  l e a k s  f o r  g a s e s ,  C E N  S t a n d a r d  E N  
1 3 1 9 2 — 2 0 0 1 :  c e n . e u

R E S N E T  S t a n d a r d s :  r e s n e t . u s /s t a n d a r d s  E N E R G Y  S T A R  M u l t i f a m i l y  
Te s t i n g  P r o t o c o l :  e n e r g y s t a r . g o v / i a /p a r t n e r s / b l d r s _ l e n d e r s _ r a t e r s

http://resnet.us/standards


TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


N e w e r  c h a n g e s  t o  t h i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  i n c l u d e  a  r e v i s e d  f o r m a l  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s m o k i n g  t h a t  a l i g n s  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  a n d  
i n c o r p o r a t e s  p r e v i o u s  r e l a t e d  L E E D  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
f e e d b a c k  f r o m  p r o j e c t  t e a m s  w i t h  u n i q u e  n o - s m o k i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t  
m e t h o d s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a  n o - s m o k i n g  p o l i c y  h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  r e v i s e d  a n d  p r o j e c t s  c a n  u s e  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  
b e y o n d  s i g n a g e ,  a n d  s i g n a g e  l o c a t i o n  i s  n o  l o n g e r  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  
w i t h i n  1 0  f e e t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  e n t r a n c e s .
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