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  IEQ- CR(3) - CONSTRUCTION 

INTENT


To reduce concentrations of chemical 
contaminants that can damage air quality and 
the environment, and to protect the health, 
productivity, and comfort of installers and 
building occupants.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


Project teams should specify products that meet the compliance 
thresholds established by recognized standards, or choose 
products classified as inherently nonemitting (see Further 
Explanation, About the Referenced Standards), Ideally, all interior 
building materials--from furniture and furnishings to thermal and 
acoustic insulation and the interior finishes of all floors, walls, and 
ceilings--would be compliant. This credit, however, uses a holistic 
systems approach that rewards teams for partial compliance, 
recognizing compliance of product assemblies even if some of 
their elements do not meet the applicable standard.

  LOW-EMITTING MATERIALS

REQUIREMENTS 

Use materials on the building interior (everything within the waterproofing 
membrane) that meet the low-emitting criteria below. Points are awarded 
according to Table 1:  


IMPLEMENTATION 
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE
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CONNECTION TO ONGOING PERFORMANCE


L E E D  O + M  E Q  p r e r e q u i s i t e  I n d o o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  P e r f o r m a n c e :  
S t r a t e g i e s  t o  r e d u c e  c h e m i c a l  c o n t a m i n a n t  l e v e l s  f o r  i m p r o v e d  a i r  
q u a l i t y  a n d  h u m a n  h e a l t h  s u c h  a s  u s i n g  i n h e r e n t l y  n o n - e m i t t i n g  
p r o d u c t s  a n d /o r  u s i n g  p r o d u c t s  w i t h  l o w  V O C  c o n t e n t /e m i s s i o n s  i n  
n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  s p a c e s  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  b e t t e r  i n d o o r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  d u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  p h a s e .

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 




REFERENCED STANDARDS

A N S I / B I F M A  M 7. 1  S t a n d a r d  Te s t  M e t h o d  f o r  D e t e r m i n i n g  V O C  
E m i s s i o n s  f r o m  O f f i c e  F u r n i t u r e  S y s t e m s ,

C o m p o n e n t s  a n d  S e a t i n g :  b i f m a . o r g  A N S I / B I F M A  e 3 – 2 0 1 1  F u r n i t u r e  
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  S t a n d a r d :  b i f m a . o r g

E N  7 1 7- 1 : 2 0 0 4  Wo o d - b a s e d  p a n e l s  -  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  f o r m a l d e h y d e  
r e l e a s e  -  F o r m a l d e h y d e  e m i s s i o n  b y  t h e  c h a m b e r  m e t h o d :  h t t p : //
w w w . e n - s t a n d a r d . e u /

C E N / T S  1 6 5 1 6 : 2 0 1 3  C o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o d u c t s  -  A s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e l e a s e  o f  
d a n g e r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  -  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e m i s s i o n s  i n t o  i n d o o r  a i r :  
h t t p : // w w w . c e n . e u

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 


T h e  b u i l d i n g  e x t e r i o r  o f  a  s t r u c t u r e ’ s  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  
w e a t h e r p r o o f i n g  s y s t e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w a t e r p r o o f i n g  m e m b r a n e s  a n d  
a i r -  a n d  w a t e r - r e s i s t a n t  b a r r i e r  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  a l l  b u i l d i n g  e l e m e n t s  
o u t s i d e  t h a t  s y s t e m  b u i l d i n g  i n t e r i o r :  e v e r y t h i n g  i n s i d e  a  s t r u c t u r e ’ s  
w e a t h e r p r o o f i n g  m e m b r a n e

F u r n i t u r e  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g s :  t h e  s t a n d - a l o n e  f u r n i t u r e  i t e m s  p u r c h a s e d  
f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  s e a t i n g ,  o p e n - p l a n  
a n d  p r i v a t e - c h o i c e  w o r k s t a t i o n s ,  d e s k s  a n d  t a b l e s ,  s t o r a g e  u n i t s ,  
c r e d e n z a s ,  b o o k s h e l v e s ,  l i g h t i n g  c a b i n e t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c a s e  g o o d s ;  
w a l l - m o u n t e d  v i s u a l - d i s p l a y  p r o d u c t s  ( e . g . ,  m a r k e r  b o a r d s  a n d  t a c k  
b o a r d s ,  e x c l u d i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  d i s p l a y s ) ;  a n d  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i t e m s ,  s u c h  
a s  e a s e l s ,  m o b i l e  c a r t s ,  f r e e s t a n d i n g  s c r e e n s ,  i n s t a l l e d  f a b r i c s ,  a n d  
m o v a b l e  p a r t i t i o n s .  H o s p i t a l i t y  f u r n i t u r e  i s  i n c l u d e d  a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
t h e  p r o j e c t .  A c c e s s o r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  d e s k t o p  b l o t t e r s ,  t r a y s ,  t a p e  
d i s p e n s e r s ,  w a s t e  b a s k e t s ,  a n d  a l l  e l e c t r i c a l  i t e m s ,  s u c h  a s  l i g h t i n g  
a n d  s m a l l  a p p l i a n c e s ,  a r e  e x c l u d e d .
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