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IEQ- CR(3) - CONSTRUCTION LOW-EMITTING MATERIALS

INTENT REQUIREMENTS
Use materials on the building interior (everything within the waterproofing
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +

STEP 1. RESEARCH AND SPECIFY LOW- OR NONEMITTING FINISHES AND FURNITURE
Review project documents to identify all applicable products and specify them as low- or nonemitting.

Research products that meet the requirements by having one or more of the following characteristics:

« The product is inherently nonemitting. Examples of nonemitting products are stone, ceramic, powder-
coated metals, plated or anodized metal, glass, concrete, clay brick, and unfinished or untreated solid
wood flooring, provided they do not include integral organic-based surface coatings, binders, or
sealants (see Further Explanation, nherently Nonemitting Materials). @

. The has self-d d the product's. and
documentation, as outlined in the credit requirements.

+ The product has third-party certification of compliance.

In most cases, turning to third-party certification to recognized guidelines, such as California Department
of Public Health (CDPH) Standard Method V11, is the easiest way to find and specify products; in other
cases, self-declared compliance to a standard, such as South Coast Air Quality Management District
(SCAQMD) Rule 1113, is widespread and sufficient. Check that the appropriate version of the testi
method was used to test the product. Check the USGBC website for an up-to-date listing of contifcation
programs that test to the referenced standards. (see Further Explanation,Testing Standards). @

Provide the contractor with detailed specifications to ensure that the team has the information needed
to meet the credit requirements. The design team should specifically call out products that have been
researched and confirm that they meet the credit requirements.

Request the specific documentation that will be required for the certification review, such as material
safety data sheets (MSDS), third-party certificates, and test reports from subcontractors; this will help
in procuring compliant products. Certificates must state the testing methodology and the model as
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For exampi

project
roof coatings.

Poncomliant product f ecessary.

For

of Buiding Interior and Exterior).
STEP 2. PERFORM CONSTRUCTION SUBMITTAL REVIEWS

R e s

STEP 3. SELECT ONE OPTION

requirements, determine which option is more appropriatefor the prject.
+ option

rtne

into s “assamblies”

catogory I ull complance i not readil achievable.

even i the Option 1 requirements are aiso feasible

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE +

Option 1. Product Category Calcula

STEP 1. IDENTIFY ALL APPLICABLE PRODUCTS
List all specified interior paints, coatings, adhesives, sealants, flooring, composite wood, ceilings, walls,
thermal and acoustic insulation, and furniture, as applicable to the project’s scope of work
During the construction submittal review process, obtain
compliance for each product category. All products must comply with each applicable threshold
requirement. If two requirements exist, the product must comply with both requirements.
The most effective way to track this credit is for one team member to keep a running list of products
and their compliance information (e.g., VOC content, emissions testing, emissions percentage by
volume), with manufacturers’ documentation.
Healthcare and Schools projects have an additional category, exterior products, that they may choose
to pursue.
Furniture is considered part of the scope if it is installed at the time of occupancy, regardless of who
specified or provided it.
Adhesives, sealants, paints, and coatings used on site with flooring products are considered interior
adhesives and sealants or interior paints and coatings, as appropriate. The flooring itself must meet the
requirements of the flooring product category.
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REQUIREMENTS +

Product meets one of the following;

Toxic Substances

Contral Act, posi (TSCA, Title V)
(EPATSCA A 8) Altborne
catem

» TSCA Title Vi or CARS

» Wood structuralpar ps 2
considored by CARB Tor

lumben), ANSI AI90)1 (for glued laminated timber, ASTM D 5055 (for oists) ANSI PRG 320
PS 2015

Eurniture emissions evaluation
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trategies to reduce chemical contaminant levels for improved air
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onmental quality during operations phase.
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REFERENCED STANDARDS

ANSI/BIFMA M7.1 Standard Test Method for Determining VOC
missions from Office Furniture Systems,

mponents and Seating: bifma.org ANSI/BIFMA e3-2011 Furniture
istainability Standard: bifma.org

EN 717-1:2004 Wood-based panels - Determination of formaldehyd
release - Formaldehyde emission by the chamber method: http://
nww.en-standard.eu/

CEN/TS 16516:2013 Construction products - Assessment of release of
iangerous substances - Determination of emissions into indoor air:
http://www.cen.eu

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

The building exterior of a structure's primary and secondary
veatherproofing systems, including waterproofing membranes and
ir- and water-resistant barrier materials, and all building elements

utside that system building interior: everything inside a structure’s &

nveatherproofing membrane

Furniture and furnishings: the stand-alone furniture items purchased
for the project, including individual and group seating, open-plan
and private-ch e workstations, desks and tables, storage units,
credenzas, bookshelves, lighting cabinets, and other case goods;
wall-mounted visual-display products {e.g., marker boards and tack
boards, excluding electronic displays); and miscellaneous items, such
as easels, mobile carts, freestanding screens, installed fabrics, and
movable partitions. Hospitality furniture is included as applicable to
the project. Accessories, such as desktop blotters, trays, tape
dispensers, waste baskets, and all electrical items, such as lighting
and small appliances, are excluded.
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