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I N T R O D U C T I O N  I N N O V A T I O N

LEARNING OBJECTIVES


I N N O V A T I O N  C R E D I T  :   I N N O V A T I O N

I N N O V A T I O N  C R E D I T  :  L E E D  A C C R E D I T E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L



  CRITERIA IN THIS CATEGORY

  IN CR INNOVATION

  IN CR LEED AP CREDENTIAL 

  MAXIMUM POSSIBLE CREDITS : 0 P / 5 C

S u s t a i n a b l e  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  
m e a s u r e s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  e v o l v i n g  a n d  
i m p r o v i n g .  N e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e ,  
a n d  u p - t o - d a t e  s c i e n t i fi c  r e s e a r c h  
i n fl u e n c e s  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s .  T h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  L E E D  c a t e g o r y  i s  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  p r o j e c t s  f o r  i n n o v a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  
f e a t u r e s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  
a n d  s t r a t e g i e s

INNOVATION

O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a  s t r a t e g y  r e s u l t s  i n  b u i l d i n g  
p e r f o r m a n c e  t h a t  g r e a t l y  e x c e e d s  w h a t  i s  
r e q u i r e d  i n  a n  e x i s t i n g  L E E D  c r e d i t .  O t h e r  
s t r a t e g i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  b y  a n y  L E E D  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  o r  c r e d i t  b u t  w a r r a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e i r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  b e n e fi t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
L E E D  i s  m o s t  effe c t i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  
a  c o h e s i v e  t e a m ,  a n d  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  
r o l e  o f  a  L E E D  A c c r e d i t e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h a t  p r o c e s s

  IN - CR (1- 5)  - DESIGN

INTENT


To encourage projects to achieve exceptional 
or innovative performance to benefit human 
and environmental health and equity. To 
foster LEED expertise throughout building 
design, construction, and operation and 
collaboration toward project priorities

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES 
& STRATEGIES


When project teams innovate and go beyond LEED 
requirements, they not only achieve measurable 
environmental benefits beyond those specified by 
the LEED rating system, they also have the 
opportunity to explore cutting-edge pilot credits and 
contribute to the development of future LEED credits. 
When they can demonstrate that the project exceeds 
the standard level of performance associated with 
one or more LEED credits, their innovations can be 
adopted by other teams in the future

  INNOVATION

REQUIREMENTS 


To achieve all five innovation points, a project team must achieve at least one pilot credit, at 
least one innovation credit and no more than two exemplary performance credits. 

Option 1. Innovation (1 point) 

Achieve significant, measurable environmental performance using a strategy not addressed in the LEED green 
building rating system. 

Identify the following: 

the intent of the proposed innovation credit; proposed requirements for compliance;  proposed submittals to 
demonstrate compliance; and  the design approach or strategies used to meet the requirements. Examples of 
innovation may be found in the LEED Innovation Catalog. AND/OR Option 2. Pilot (1 point) Achieve one pilot credit 

from USGBC’s LEED Pilot Credit Library. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION


  IN - CR(1)- DESIGN

INTENT


To encourage the team integration required by 
a LEED project and to streamline the 
application and certification process.

POTENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES & 
STRATEGIES


A LEED Accredited Professional (LEED AP) 
with specialty can be a valuable resource in 
the LEED certification process. The presence 
of a LEED AP with specialty helps project 
team members understand the rating 
system, the importance of interactions 
among the prerequisites and credits, and the 
LEED application process.

  LEED ACCREDITED PROFESSIONAL

REQUIREMENTS 


At least one principal participant of the project team must be a LEED Accredited 
Professional (AP) with a specialty appropriate for the project. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION
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