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Healthy ecosystems for learning foster
engagement, collaboration, and holistic
development in educational
environments. They are characterized by
diversity, interdependence, adaptability,
and sustainability.



_earning Objectives

Introduction
Getting Started with Sustainable Building

What Does a Successful Green School Look Like?
The DNA of Whole School Sustainability

Teaching projects and problem-based learning

Green School Management, Aesthetics, and
Efficiency

Design Principles for Whole School Sustainability

Policy, Safety, and Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion in Green Schools

Green Building Basics and Cost Benefits

Healthy Ecosystems for Learning
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INTRODUCTION

Healthy learning ecosystems are environments that foster
effective educational experiences through the interaction of
students, educators, resources, and the broader community.
Learners shape the ecosystem through their engagement and
interactions, accommodating various learning styles,
preferences, and needs.

Educators play a pivotal role in nurturing a healthy learning
ecosystem, acting as facilitators, guides, and mentors.
Resources are critical to a healthy learning ecosystem,
including access to textbooks, technology, libraries, and
experiential learning opportunities.

The broader community interacts with educational settings,
providing real-world contexts for learning and supporting
learners beyond the classroom.

Healthy learning ecosystems thrive on the principle of
interconnectedness, where each component interacts and
influences the others.

Adaptability is crucial for the sustainability of learning
ecosystems, integrating new technologies or pedagogical
approaches based on feedback from learners and educators.
Continuous improvement is a fundamental principle of
healthy learning ecosystems, involving regular assessment
and reflection on practices, outcomes, and experiences.



DEFINING HEALTHY LEARNING
ECOSYSTEMS

e A healthy learning ecosystem is a dynamic network of
iIndividuals, resources, and processes that promote
cognitive, emotional, and social development.

e Characterized by diversity, interdependence, adaptability,
and sustainability.

Components of Healthy Learning Ecosystems

e |earners: Active participants in real-world problems,
enhancing knowledge retention and application.

e Educators: Facilitate engaging and relevant learning
experiences, leveraging professional development
opportunities.

e Curriculum: Inclusive and reflective of diverse backgrounds
and needs, ensuring relevance to students'’ lives.

e Community and Family Engagement: Partnerships between
schools, families, and community organizations enhance
the learning ecosystem.

e Physical and Digital Environments: Promote collaboration
and creativity, featuring flexible seating arrangements and
access to technology.
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e Feedback Loops: Formative
assessments, peer reviews, and
reflective practices allow for
continuous adaptation and
Improvement in teaching and learning.

e Collaboration: Fosters a sense of
belonging and shared purpose,
fostering interdisciplinary projects.

e [nnovation: Encourages innovation and
experimentation, allowing educators to
trial new teaching methods.




HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS FOR LEARNING:
PLACE, COMMUNITY, AND PARTNERSHIPS

Role of Place in Learning Ecosystems

e Place refers to the physical
environment where learning
occurs, including schools,
community centers, libraries, and
virtual spaces.

e Characteristics of a healthy
learning place include accessibility,
safety and comfort, and resource

availability.
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MMUNITY AS A CATALYST FOR
RNING

e Community includes social
networks and relationships that
support learning, including
families, local organizations,
businesses, and cultural
Institutions.

e Characteristics of a learning
community include engagement,
cultural relevance, and support

\‘ networks.



LOW- OR NO-COST WAYS TO BE
SUSTAINABLE

e Partnerships as the Glue of
Learning Ecosystems

e Partnerships are collaborative
relationships between schools,
community organizations,
businesses, and other
stakeholders.

e Characteristics of effective
partnerships include
collaboration, resource sharing,
and sustainability.
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